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at which time love and wenching were the business of life,
and the gallant manner of pursuing women was the best
recommendation at Court. To this only it is to be imputed
that a Gentleman of Mr. Wycherley's character and sense
condescends to represent the insults done to the honour of
the bed without just reproof; but to have drawn a man of
probity with regard to such considerations had been a
monster, and a Poet had at that time discovered his want of
knowing the manners of the Court he lived in, by a virtuous
character in his fine gentleman, as he would show his
ignorance by drawing a vicious one to please the present
audience."

